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The first use in American literature of the concept of immigrants "melting” into the receiving culture are
found in the writings of J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur. In his Letters from an American Farmer(1782)
Crevecoeur writes, in response to his own question, "What then is the American, this new man?" that the
American is one who "leaving behind him all his ancient prejudices and manners, receives new ones from the
new mode of life he has embraced, the government he obeys, and the new rank he holds. He becomes an
American by being received in the broad lap of our great Alma Mater”. Beginning in the 1890s, large numbers
of Southern and Eastern European immigrant groups such as the Italians, Jews, and Poles arrived. Many
returned to Europe but those who remained merged into the cultural melting pot, adopting American lifestyles.
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Have you ever been inside a Hall of Mirrors at an amusement park? Have you ever seen your reflection in
one of the mirrors there? They're funny and quite different from the reflection you see in your bathroom
mirror. Now think about yourself as a person. When you do this, it's like looking in a mirror. Actually, you
can imagine yourself in two kinds of mirrors. We will call them “the social mirror” and “the true mirror.”

In the social mirror, you see yourself according to others’ opinions. It can lead you to compare yourself
with others. Looking in the social mirror, you may think that rich people are happier than you. You may also



think that celebrities are more attractive than you. On the other hand, looking in the true mirror, you can
focus on yourself. It shows your own beauty and potential. If you look into the true mirror, you can see
yourself more positively. Many teens pay too much attention to what other people and the media say. This
can lead to unhappiness for two reasons. First, other people’s opinions can change easily according to the
situation. These opinions do not usually come from deep thought. Second, what you see in the media is
often not true.
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When class distinctions have disappeared and all production has been concentrated in the hands of a vast
association of the whole nation, the public power will lose its political character. Political power, properly so called,
is merely the organized power of one class for oppressing another. If the proletariat during its contest with the
bourgeoisie is compelled, by the force of circumstances, to organize itself as a class, if, by means of a revolution, it
makes itself the ruling class and thereby sweeps away by force the old conditions of production, it will have swept
away the conditions for the existence of class antagonisms and of classes generally, and will thereby have abolished
its own supremacy as a class. In place of the bourgeois society, with its classes and class antagonisms, we shall
have an association, in which the free development of each is the condition for the free development of all.
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Karl Marx and Friederich Engels, Manifesto of the Communist Party, 1848.
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We can draw two conclusions from the history of social provision in the United States. First, targeted
antipoverty efforts have generally been inadequately funded, demeaning to the poor, and politically
unsustainable. Second, some kinds of (relatively) universal social policy have succeeded politically. And within
the framework of universal programs, less privileged people have received extra benefits without stigma*. I call
this pattern "targeting within universalism" and suggest it could become the basis for a revitalized strategy
against poverty.

Those who want to help the poor should not try to devise new programs finely targeted to low-income
people or the "underclass". They should forget about reforming means-tested public assistance programs**.
Rather, they should aim at bypassing and ultimately displacing "welfare" with new policies that address the
needs of the less privileged in the context of programs that also serve middle-class and stable working-class
citizens.

* stigma : 23, @&, 2, Sl

** means-tested public assistance programs : 7t AH(XtAHEAIE S0 SSEX
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	0715 논술가이드 통합 수정본
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